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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schoch (5,973,609) in view of Chang (6,850,508). 

Regarding claims 1, 10, 19: 

Schoch (5,973,609) discloses a method for assembling a forward link traffic 
frame for transmission of a plurality of packets over a radio link, comprising: 

(i) determining a plurality of packets associated to a group (fig.4); and 

(ii) assembling the group of determined packets in a forward link traffic 
frame (fig.4); 

(iii) providing an identification of the group in the forward link traffic 
frame (fig.4); and 

(iv) providing an identification of a destined terminal for each of the determined 
packets in the group (fig.4, col. 8, line 40). 

Schoch does not disclose a forward link traffic multiplexing frame. However, in 
the same field of endeavor, Chang (6,850,508) discloses a forward link traffic 
multiplexing frame (figs. 5). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan to apply 
Chang's teaching to Schoch's system with the motivation being to variable length data 
according to radio link protocol. 
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Regarding claims 2, 11, 20: 

Schoch discloses wherein providing the identification of the group 
includes providing a group identifier (48-fig.4). 

Regarding claims 3, 12, 21: 

Schoch discloses wherein providing the identification of the group 
includes providing a group identification field (48-fig.4). 

Regarding claims 4, 13-14: 

Schoch discloses a group length field (length 14-1 1 of 48-fig.4). 

Regarding claim 5: 

Schoch discloses a group number field (fig.4). 

Regarding claims 8, 15, 22-23: 

Schoch discloses providing the identification of the destined terminal for each of 
the determined packets includes providing a sub-user identifier (col .5, line 37-col.6, line 
37). 



Regarding claims 7, 16: 



! 
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Schoch discloses assembling a plurality of groups in the forward link multiplexing 
frame (figs.4-5). 

Regarding claim 8: 

Schoch discloses all claimed limitations, except providing a multiplex header for 
the forward link traffic multiplexing frame. Chang discloses a multiplex header for 
the forward link traffic multiplexing frame (figs.5). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to an artisan to apply Chang's teaching to Schoch's system with the motivation being to 
variable length data according to radio link protocol. 

Regarding claims 9, 17-18: 

Schoch discloses the multiplex header includes a number field indicating a 
number of groups in the forward link traffic multiplexing frame (48-fig.4; col. 8, lines 13- 
16). 

Regarding claim 24: 

Schoch discloses a wireless access network for transmitting a plurality of packets 
over a radio link, comprising: 

a scheduler (controller 1 0-fig.3) for scheduling a plurality of packets for 
transmission over a radio link (col.5, line 63-col.6, line 37) 

assembling a forward link traffic frame by determining which packets are 
associated to a group, assembling the group of determined packets in the forward link 
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traffic frame, providing an identification of the group in the forward link traffic frame, and 
providing an identification of a destined terminal for each of the determined packets in 
the group (figs.4-5; col. 5, line 37-col.6, line 37). 

Schoch does not disclose a multiplexer for assembling a forward link traffic 
multiplexing frame. However, in the same field of endeavor, Chang (6,850,508) 
discloses a multiplexer for assembling forward link traffic multiplexing frame (figs.2, 5). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan to apply Chang's teaching to 
Schoch's system with the motivation being to variable length data according to radio link 
protocol. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Claims 1 9-23 are directed to an allowable product. Pursuant to the procedures 
set forth in the Official Gazette notice dated March 26, 1996 (1 184 O.G. 86), claims 19- 
23, directed to the process of making or using the patentable product, previously 
withdrawn from consideration as a result of a restriction requirement, claims 19-23 are 
now subject to being rejoined. Claims 19-23 are hereby rejoined and fully examined for 
patentability under 37 CFR 1.104. 

Since all claims previously withdrawn from consideration under 37 CFR 1 .142 
have been rejoined, the restriction requirement made in the Office action mailed on 12- 
15-4 is hereby withdrawn. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuongchau Ba Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571-272-3148. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact th^l Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ / 
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